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Apple vs. Samsung vs. Apple
Apple is suing Samsung for copying iPhone and iPad designs,
while simultaneously buying out Samsung's production of key
iComponents

I'm reminded of the "Simpsons" episode where
flying lawsuits ultimately morphed into
"Everybody v Everybody."

Apple's just filed a lawsuit against Samsung
in U.S. District Court in Northern California,
going after Samsung because the Android-
based Galaxy smartphones and Tabs "slavishly
[copy] a combination of several elements of
the Apple Product Configuration Trade Dress."
Apple specifically doesn't like the phones' and
Tab's copycat rectangular design with round corners, black border, and tiled icons.

"When a Samsung Galaxy phone is used in public, there can be little doubt that it would be
viewed as an Apple product based upon the design alone," says the filing.

Of course, just about every tablet -- and most smartphones -- use rectangular design,
black (or white or chrome) border, and tiled icons.

The lawsuit alleges patent and trademark infringement and unfair competition.

Samsung vows to "respond actively to this legal action taken against us through
appropriate legal measures to protect our intellectual property."

The lawsuit doesn't mention that Apple is Samsung's second-largest customer -- or at
least it was; in 2010, Apple contributed $5.6 billion of Samsung's $142 billion in revenues.
Samsung provides many key hardware components for the iPhone and iPad. In February,
the Wall Street Journal reported that Apple spent $7.8 billion for Samsung components,
including LCD panels, flash memory, and A4 and A5 mobile processors designed by Apple
and manufactured by Samsung.

Apple routinely signs huge contracts with suppliers, locking in the manufacturer's entire
supply for months on end. The strategy not only guarantees a source to fill the gaping
iPhone and iPad sales maw, it also locks out competitors' ability to nail down reliable
sources for the latest components.

Rumors are swirling that Apple is playing footsie with Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Company (TSMC) to provide many of the components Samsung has offered
in the past. Perhaps most of the makings of the iPhone and iPad are about to change
allegiances?

This story, "Apple vs. Samsung vs. Apple," was originally published at InfoWorld.com. Get
the first word on what the important tech news really means with the InfoWorld Tech
Watch blog. For the latest business technology news, follow InfoWorld.com on Twitter.
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WHITE PAPER
Handling Security via the Cloud
Few readers need to be told that the Internet is a dangerous place.
Anyone in the IT field is aware that viruses, spam, and malicious Web
sites exist. Knowledge of these attacks and vulnerabilities was the
domain of specialized security gurus just a few years ago. But the need
to understand computer security has spread beyond the domain of
specialists. Today, even IT end users need to be aware of threats and
countermeasures to some degree.
Read now »

WHITE PAPER
Security Threat Report 2011
Let this new 2011 Security Threat Report be your weapon in the battle
against malware. It describes the significant threats of 2010, what to
watch for in 2011, and more importantly, what you need to do to get
ahead of them.
Read now »

WHITE PAPER
Sanity Check Your Disaster Recovery Plan
Focusing on the plan instead of the disaster helps to ensure you can
survive challenges you never considered. This business continuity
planning guide offers a checklist to help IT analyze threats, appoint a
crisis management team, and develop a dynamic plan. Use it to
simplify planning and adjust according to your business needs.
Read now »

WHITE PAPER
Converged Communications: People and Applications in
Synch
Most small and midsize organizations find implementing unified
communications a daunting task, between lack of in-house expertise
and complex integration issues, it's easy to back burner this project.
Utilizing consultants with the experience to affordably and seamlessly
migrate your infrastructure to Microsoft Exchange 2010, Lync and
SharePoint can be the path to taking communications to the next level.
Read now »
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today!
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2011 Web Security Report

The first few hours of a new Web

attack show that traditional defenses

lack adequate protection. This 2011

Web security report details how

cybercriminals have modified their

tactics to successfully use the Web as

their attack vector and highlights the

need for a Web defense layer to

evaluate dynamic Web links leading to

Web threats.

Download now! »
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Magic Quadrant for Secure
Web Gateway

Web 2.0 and associated malware

threats continue to drive the secure

Web gateway market. This Gartner

Magic Quadrant ranks the key vendors

in this market and highlights their

product differentiators. Read Gartner's

opinion on on-premise solutions vs.

cloud-based services and discover the

vendors that are leading the charge to

keep the Web secure.

Download now! »
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Corporate Web Security —
Market Quadrant 2011

The corporate Web security market has

many vendors offering appliances,

software, hosted services, and hybrid

solutions that help secure and manage

Web traffic. This Radicati Market

Quadrant evaluates key features such

as malware protection, URL filtering,

and data loss prevention and ranks the

market leaders according to product

functionality and market share.

Download now! »
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